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As the warmth of spring is right around the corner, 

we're excited to share the blossoming achievements 

and upcoming opportunities happening within our     

programs and communities! Read on to learn about  

exciting events on the horizon, and important updates 

to keep you informed about what is happening this 

season.  

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

3/20  Part Day & RI PreK CLOSED for Professional 

  Development 

4/20-4/24 Part Day & RI PreK CLOSED for Spring 

  Break 

5/25  CHILD, Inc. CLOSED for Memorial Day 
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HEALTH & NUTRITION 











From: https://headstart.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/

Child Friendly Seasonal Recipes  



Coventry • Warwick • West Warwick 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITIES? 









 

 



 

Join Coventry Parks & Recreation for our FREE annual Easter Egg Hunt! 
Saturday, March 21-12:00pm-1:30pm (Rain Date: Sunday, March 22) 
Come enjoy this community event that includes: Free pictures with the Easter Bunny, DJ Wrik, petting zoo, 
pony rides, and an egg hunt (over 7,000 eggs!). Food trucks Wicked Cheesy, Sam's NY System and Lemon 
Lane Lemonade will be joining. 

Egg Hunt: 
Ages 2-3: 12:30pm 
Ages 4-6: 12:40pm 
Ages 7-9: 12:50pm 
Ages 10-12: 1:00pm 
 
Coventry Town Hall Annex (1675 Flat River Road) 
There will be free parking at RAS and the Town Hall Annex 

• Rhode Island Spring Festival 

• Date & Time: Saturday, March 28, 2026, at 11:00 AM 

• Location: Thomas A. Lamb Memorial Field House (West Warwick Civic Center) 

• Type: Spring Festival 

• Description: A seasonal festival featuring various vendors and local activities. 

• Date: April 4, 2026 

• Time: 10:00 a.m. sharp 

• Location: Veterans Memorial Park 

• Age Groups: 3 and under, 4-6, 7-12 

• Features: Golden Egg prizes and photos with the Easter Bunny.  

The 2026 Annual Village of Warwick Easter Egg Hunt  

Key Details for 2026: 



 

RESOURCES 







 

COMMUNITY CUPBOARDS 
Food insecurity increased sharply for households with children in 2024 and continues to 

be major health concern. Nearly 1 in 3 RI households cannot afford adequate food. 

A record number of Rhode Islanders need food assistance due to high food prices, the 

steep rise in housing costs and the end of COVID-19 relief programs.   

Healthy eating habits and good nutrition are vital to developing brains and bodies. To    

ensure no child goes without, food cupboards with shelf stable products and personal 

care items are located at each of our sites. Anyone from our CHILD, Inc. community can 

take what they need at any time.  

If you would like to  support this cause and help a family in need, you can donate to the 

Cupboard. Items can be dropped in donation boxes located at all centers. Please no        

expired or damaged products. For more information on additional community resources, 

please see your Family Advocate.  



Chugga Chugga Choo Choo by Emma  

Garcia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All aboard, and all join in as the cheerful little train 

chugs past the seaside, the farm, the forest, the city, 

and into the station for a nice long rest. Along the way, 

a flock of noisy seagulls and blackbirds, pigeons and 

geese hop on for the ride. Kids will have fun looking at 

Emma Garcia’s colorful, collaged landscapes and 

counting all the honking, cooing, tweeting birds.  

 

Read Along on YouTube:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ak8TWd7WRBY 

 At-Home Activity:  

Train Tracks: Use masking or painter's tape to create 

tracks on the floor for children to follow, moving their 

arms and making "chugga" sounds. 

Freeze Train: Have children "chug" toward you while 

your back is turned; shout "Choo, choo!" and turn 

around, at which point they must freeze. 

Tunnel Time: Create a tunnel using a large card-

board box or a blanket draped over two chairs for 

trains to pass through. 

Chugga Chugga Choo Choo Breathing with Conscious Dis-

cipline 

https://www.google.com/search?

q=activities+to+do+with+chugga+chugga+choo+choo&rlz=1C1RX

QR_enUS1159US1159&oq=activities+to+do+with+chugga+ch&gs_

lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgBECEYoAEyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRig

ATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigA

TIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAcQIRiPAjIHCAgQIRiPAjIHCAkQIRiPAtIBC

DkzOTNqMGo0qAIAsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-

8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:61e93339,vid:WdJkJ4XaNeg,st:6 

 

Goodbye Winter. Hello Spring.  

By Kenard Pak 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join a boy and his dog as they explore nature and 

take a stroll through the countryside, greeting all 

the signs of the coming season. In a series of con-

versations with everything from the melting brook 

to chirping birds, they say goodbye to winter and 

welcome the lushness of spring.  

 

Read Along on YouTube:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=K6jpInY3New 

 

At-Home Activity:  

 Nature Scavenger Hunt: Search for signs of 

spring like budding flowers, birds, and green 

grass.  

Storytime Spotlight 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Train+Tracks&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1159US1159&oq=activities+to+do+with+chugga+ch&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgBECEYoAEyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAcQIRiPAjIHCAgQIRiPAjIHCAkQIRiPAtIB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Freeze+Train&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1159US1159&oq=activities+to+do+with+chugga+ch&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgBECEYoAEyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAcQIRiPAjIHCAgQIRiPAjIHCAkQIRiPAtIB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Tunnel+Time&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1159US1159&oq=activities+to+do+with+chugga+ch&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgBECEYoAEyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAcQIRiPAjIHCAgQIRiPAjIHCAkQIRiPAtIBC
https://www.google.com/search?q=activities+to+do+with+chugga+chugga+choo+choo&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1159US1159&oq=activities+to+do+with+chugga+ch&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgBECEYoAEyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAc
https://www.google.com/search?q=activities+to+do+with+chugga+chugga+choo+choo&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1159US1159&oq=activities+to+do+with+chugga+ch&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgBECEYoAEyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAc
https://www.google.com/search?q=activities+to+do+with+chugga+chugga+choo+choo&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1159US1159&oq=activities+to+do+with+chugga+ch&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgBECEYoAEyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAc
https://www.google.com/search?q=activities+to+do+with+chugga+chugga+choo+choo&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1159US1159&oq=activities+to+do+with+chugga+ch&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgBECEYoAEyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAc
https://www.google.com/search?q=activities+to+do+with+chugga+chugga+choo+choo&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1159US1159&oq=activities+to+do+with+chugga+ch&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgBECEYoAEyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAc
https://www.google.com/search?q=activities+to+do+with+chugga+chugga+choo+choo&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1159US1159&oq=activities+to+do+with+chugga+ch&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgBECEYoAEyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAc
https://www.google.com/search?q=activities+to+do+with+chugga+chugga+choo+choo&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1159US1159&oq=activities+to+do+with+chugga+ch&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgBECEYoAEyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAc
https://www.google.com/search?q=activities+to+do+with+chugga+chugga+choo+choo&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1159US1159&oq=activities+to+do+with+chugga+ch&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgBECEYoAEyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAc


 

COACH’S CORNER 
Coach’s Corner – Happy March! 

Happy March from the Coach’s Corner! It’s hard to believe that spring is right around 

the corner—even as I look out my office window and see snow twinkling down from the 

sky. Warmer weather will be here soon, and with it comes more opportunities for    

outdoor activities, including reading together outside. 

Little Free Libraries at All CHILD Inc. Locations 

Did you know that each of our three CHILD Inc. locations has its own library book 

box? When stocking the boxes, I include a wide variety of books for all ages—from     

infants to adults. Please feel free to visit the library box at your school and take a book 

or two home. 

Inside the boxes, you’ll also find activity sheets with in-kind forms attached. These play

-based activities are designed to help strengthen your child’s skills while keeping  

learning fun and engaging. 

Why Your Reading Habits Matter 

Children learn so much simply by watching the adults around them. According to the 

article Children Pick Their Reading Habits From Seeing Their Parents, chil-

dren are more likely to develop strong reading habits when they regularly see their par-

ents or caregivers reading. 

https://storychanges.com/children-pick-their-reading-habits-from-seeing-their-

parents.html 

Another article I found interesting is titled, The Long-Term Impact of Early 

Reading: Setting the Stage for Academic Success highlights that children with 

strong early literacy skills are more likely to thrive academically, build self-confidence, 

and actively engage in learning experiences. What an incredible gift to give our chil-

dren. 

https://smalltalkpediatric.com/the-long-term-impact-of-early-reading-setting-the-

stage-for-academic-success/ 

Literacy Activities 

Looking for some activities?  Look in the library boxes to find some printable literacy 

games to help support your child’s development in a fun, hands-on way. 

As always, if you have any questions, please reach out to me at jpetrie@childincri.org. 

Best, 

Jo-Anne 

https://smalltalkpediatric.com/the-long-term-impact-of-early-reading-setting-the-stage-for-academic-success/
https://smalltalkpediatric.com/the-long-term-impact-of-early-reading-setting-the-stage-for-academic-success/


C.H.I.L.D., Inc. was incorporated 
in 1977. We are a private, non-
profit agency that provides     
comprehensive child                 
development and family support 
services for low to moderate    
income families residing in Kent 
County, RI.   

C.H.I.L.D., Inc. is a Federal   
grantee for Head Start and Early 
Head Start services. We provide 
high-quality, health and prenatal 
services and standards-based 
early education and care that  
support children’s school        
readiness and promote family 
well-being. In addition to federal 
funding, C.H.I.L.D., Inc. receives 
funding from the state of Rhode 
Island to supplement our Head 
Start funding.  

C.H.I.L.D., Inc. is a grant-funded 
provider of the Rhode Island 
State Pre-K program, adminis-
tered by the RI Department of 
Education (RIDE) and a contract-
ed provider of the Rhode Island 
Child Care Assistance Program 
(CCAP),   administered by the 
Rhode Island Department of  
Human Services (DHS). 

CHILD, INC. ADMINISTRATION TEAM 

CHILD, Inc. 
 

23 Cady St. 
Coventry RI 02816 
P 401.823.3228 
F 401.826.8920 
 
849 Centerville Rd. 
Warwick RI 02886 
P 401.823.3777 
F 401.823.5908 
 
160 Draper Ave. 
Warwick RI 02889 
P 401.732.5200 
F 401.737.2302 

 

Follow us on Facebook!   

 

Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or concerns! 

Amanda G 

Child Development  

Manager 

Amanda H 

Deputy Director of    

Children’s Services 

Ashley 

Mental Health Manager 

Erica 

Child Development  

Manager 

Janice 

Health Manager 

Jo-Anne 

Child Development  

Manager/ Coach 

Jodie 

Mental Health Manager 

Kyla 

Nutritionist/ Dietitian 

Kim 

Human Resource        

Specialist 

Michelle  

CEO  

Sherry 

Child Development  

Manager 
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Our Team 
in  

Action... 

 



CADY • CENTERVILLE • DRAPER 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CENTERS? 

Yoga 
Cozy Spaces

Word Walls 



“A cozy, quiet area is important to have in an infant 
and toddler classroom because it supports young    
children's emotional, social, and developmental needs 
in a safe and responsive way. This space helps         
promote emotional regulation, as infants and toddlers 
are still learning how to manage big feelings. A cozy 
area provides a calm, inviting place where children 
can self-soothe, recover from overstimulation, and feel 
secure when they are overwhelmed. Soft lighting,    
pillows, and comforting materials help lower stress 
and support healthy emotional development. 

Additionally, an early childhood classroom can often 
be busy and noisy, and young children are especially 
sensitive to sensory input. A cozy space offers a break 
from loud sounds and active play, which can help   
prevent meltdowns and reduce overstimulation.  
Overall, a cozy quiet area helps infants and toddlers 
feel safe, calm, and emotionally supported. This sense 
of security is essential because young children learn 
best when they feel regulated and secure.”  

- Tara & Rebecca 

 

Cozy Spaces 



Fashion Show 

Dental Health 
Awareness 



Reading 
with flash 

lights 
 



Mayor Picozzi as our guest 
reader! 



Pajama Jam Story Time 
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