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As the year is coming to an end, we want to take a moment 

to express our gratefulness to every one of our incredible 

students, dedicated teachers, supportive staff, and engaged 

families that make up CHILD, Inc! Your commitment to     

education, collaboration, support and development of our 

students is truly inspiring! 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

12/22-1/2 Part Day CLOSED for Holiday Break 

12/24-1/2 RI PreK CLOSED for Holiday Break 

12/24-12/25 CHILD, Inc. CLOSED for Holiday Break 

1/1/26  CHILD, Inc. CLOSED for New Year’s Day 

 

1/19/26  CHILD, Inc. CLOSED for MLK Day 

 

2/16/26  CHILD, Inc. CLOSED for President’s day 

2/16-2/20  Part Day & RI PreK CLOSED for  Winter Break 
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CADY • CENTERVILLE • DRAPER 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CENTERS? 

Recently, some of our staff attended the 2025 NAEYC Annual 

conference where they participated in several sessions rooted in 

early childhood education. Cortney, one of our fabulous toddler 

teachers at our Draper Ave location, has been busy  putting the 

new information she learned into practice! Here is what Cortney 

had to say… 

“I had the chance to attend the NAEYC Conference, and I came 

back feeling completely refreshed and full of new ideas. I     

couldn’t wait to jump right back into the classroom and start  

trying things out. 

One of my favorite sessions was Tiny Hands, Big Ideas: Loose 

Parts Play and Open-Ended Materials for the Youngest     

Learners. It really opened my eyes to how powerful loose parts 

can be. These are simple, everyday items that kids can use in 

endless ways. A small stick, for example, might become a phone, 

a writing utensil, or even pretend food. There’s no “right” way to 

use them, which is what makes loose parts so great for creativity 

and imagination. 

The presenter also talked about messy play. She introduced the 

idea that the younger kids are when they get to explore full-body 

messy play, the faster they get over that need to make messes 

later. Basically, if they get those experiences early, they’re less 

obsessed with messy play as older toddlers. (Pictured) 

As soon as I got back, I decided to bring some of these ideas into 

the classroom. I went to the kitchen and grabbed a few small 

metal bowls, some spoons, and mixing tools. I set them out on a 

table and on another table I put bristle blocks, torn paper,       

colored bears, and plastic crayons. Then I let the kids explore 

however they wanted. 

Within minutes, the children brought over the baby dolls, sat 

them in the chairs, took out plates and utensils, and suddenly 

they were busy making “food” to feed their babies. It was such a 

great example of how loose parts play naturally turns into       

creativity, problem-solving, and teamwork. They took the        

materials and made the experience completely their own. 

(Pictured)” 

Resources Worth Checking Out 

Loose Parts Schema by Michelle Thornhill This is a free 

PDF you can easily find on Google. It breaks down loose parts 

play in a simple, useful way and helps connect it to different play 

schemas. 

AutismLittleLearners.com I heard this site mentioned in so 

many sessions, and somehow I had never come across it before! 

It has great resources for young children, including social stories 

for regulation. 



Thank you to all of the families who participated in our            

Fall Parent Mingle. 

Below are pictures of our Cady St.’s Fall Parent Mingle on November 20, 2025. We 

focused on Emotional Regulation with our guest LICSW, Ashley Laing. We made 

calming bottles for families to bring home to their children! 

 



 

HEALTH & NUTRITION 





From: https://headstart.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/ 

Child Friendly Seasonal Recipes  





Coventry • Warwick • West Warwick 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITIES? 











Storytime Spotlight 

I’m Going to Build a Snowman by Jashar 
Arwan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this sparkling picture book celebration of 

winter and creativity, a boy’s snow day efforts 

show that perfection is relative and what’s im-

portant is taking pride in what you do!  

 

YouTube Link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=erm_bm4vOx0 

 

 At-Home Activity:  

Have adventures in the snow or make your 

own snow with torn up white paper.  

The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The magic and wonder of winter’s first snowfall 

is perfectly captured in this classic seasonal 

board book celebrated by generations of   

readers. 
 

 

YouTube Link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=QYWodTneq-Q 

 

At-Home Activity:  

Build an indoor snowman, go sledding, or   

create sensory bins with snow-themed 

items. Paint the snow with water and food   

coloring. Keep a weather journal with your 

child and track the weather for a week.     

Compare it to the book.  



 

RESOURCES 

Circle of Security Parenting Program 

 

At times all parents feel lost or without a clue about what our 

child might need from us. Children do not come with                

instructions. It is hard to know how to respond to difficult      

behaviors and how to manage them. Children communicate 

their needs through behavior. The Circle of Security Parenting 

program provides a roadmap for parent to understand these  

behaviors and better meet the needs of their children. Imagine 

what it might feel like if you were able to make sense of what 

your child was really  asking from you. The Circle of Security 

Parenting program is based on decades of research about to   

secure parent-child relationships can be supported and 

strengthened. Secure parent-child relationships lead to children 

and parents enjoying more happiness, children getting along 

better with siblings and knowing how to be a kind person to all.  

 

For more information, reach out to our Mental Health Manager, Jodie 

at jsexton@childincri.org. 







 

COMMUNITY CUPBOARDS 

Food insecurity increased sharply for households with children in 2024 and continues to 

be major health concern. Nearly 1 in 3 RI households cannot afford adequate food. 

A record number of Rhode Islanders need food assistance due to high food prices, the 

steep rise in housing costs and the end of COVID-19 relief programs.   

Healthy eating habits and good nutrition are vital to developing brains and bodies. To    

ensure no child goes without, food cupboards with shelf stable products and personal 

care items are located at each of our sites. Anyone from our CHILD, Inc. community can 

take what they need at any time.  

If you would like to  support this cause and help a family in need, you can donate to the 

Cupboard. Items can be dropped in donation boxes located at all centers. Please no        

expired or damaged products. For more information on additional community resources, 

please see your Family Advocate.  



To all who have donated to and supported our program and families this year! 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to the Secret Angels Society for their holiday donation to fifteen children in 
our program!   

We appreciate your generosity and support in making the holiday more special for our 
families!   

Thank you to the staff and customers at Mind 

Your Manicure who donated food to our 

Community Cupboards! 

 



For their donation of food   

baskets to 22 families for 

Thanksgiving! 



 

COACH’S CORNER 

Greetings from the Coaches Corner! 

 

Our teachers continue to grow professionally, learning new strategies to 

strengthen their relationships and foster meaningful interactions with our 

students. 

I’m proud to share that Draper Avenue School has received a 5-star rating, 

the highest level in the BrightStars continuum. In fact, all three of our 

schools have made this prestigious 5-star distinction. Congratulations to all 

our dedicated teachers and managers for achieving this outstanding      

milestone! 

 

Library Boxes 

Outside our schools at Cady Street, Centerville, and Draper, you’ll find       

library boxes filled with books for all ages. Each month, these boxes are 

stocked with “make-it-take-it” activities designed to support student     

learning beyond the classroom. Every box contains 10 activities, and this 

month’s theme is gratitude. Each activity includes an In-Kind slip—please 

remember to return this slip to your child’s teacher or Family Advocate. 

These contributions are an essential part of CHILD Inc.’s federal funding 

requirements. Thank you for helping us meet our goals! 

 

Enhanced Learning 

Looking for additional materials to support your child’s educational       
journey? Our teachers, education managers, and CHILD Inc.’s Instructional 
Coach are excellent resources. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you need 
support—I’m happy to help. You can contact me at jpetrie@childincri.org. 
 

Wishing you and your family a joyful and peaceful Holiday season! 

mailto:jpetrie@childincri.org


C.H.I.L.D., Inc. was incorporated 
in 1977. We are a private, non-
profit agency that provides     
comprehensive child                 
development and family support 
services for low to moderate    
income families residing in Kent 
County, RI.   

C.H.I.L.D., Inc. is a Federal   
grantee for Head Start and Early 
Head Start services. We provide 
high-quality, health and prenatal 
services and standards-based 
early education and care that  
support children’s school        
readiness and promote family well
-being. In addition to federal 
funding, C.H.I.L.D., Inc. receives 
funding from the state of Rhode 
Island to supplement our Head 
Start funding.  

C.H.I.L.D., Inc. is a grant-funded 
provider of the Rhode Island State 
Pre-K program, administered by 
the RI Department of Education 
(RIDE) and a contracted provider 
of the Rhode Island Child Care 
Assistance Program (CCAP),   
administered by the Rhode Island 
Department of Human Services 
(DHS). 

CHILD, INC. ADMINISTRATION TEAM 

CHILD, Inc. 
 

23 Cady St. 
Coventry RI 02816 
P 401.823.3228 
F 401.826.8920 
 
849 Centerville Rd. 
Warwick RI 02886 
P 401.823.3777 
F 401.823.5908 
 
160 Draper Ave. 
Warwick RI 02889 
P 401.732.5200 
F 401.737.2302 

 

Follow us on Facebook!   

 

Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or concerns! 

Amanda G 

Child Development  

Manager 

Amanda H 

Deputy Director of    

Children’s Services 

Ashley 

Mental Health Manager 

Erica 

Child Development  

Manager 

Janice 

Health Manager 

Jo-Anne 

Child Development  

Manager/ Coach 

Kim 

Human Resource        

Specialist 

Michelle  

CEO 

Sherry 

Child Development  

Manager 


