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As the year is coming to an end, we want to take a moment 

to express our gratefulness to every one of our incredible 

students, dedicated teachers, supportive staff, and engaged 

families that make up CHILD, Inc! Your commitment to     

education, collaboration, support and development of our 

students is truly inspiring! 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

12/22-1/2 Part Day CLOSED for Holiday Break 

12/24-1/2 RI PreK CLOSED for Holiday Break 

12/24-12/25 CHILD, Inc. CLOSED for Holiday Break 

1/1/26  CHILD, Inc. CLOSED for New Yearôs Day 

 

1/19/26  CHILD, Inc. CLOSED for MLK Day 

 

2/16/26  CHILD, Inc. CLOSED for Presidentôs day 

2/16-2/20  Part Day & RI PreK CLOSED for  Winter Break 
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Recently, some of our staff attended the 2025 NAEYC Annual 

conference where they participated in several sessions rooted in 

early childhood education. Cortney, one of our fabulous toddler 

teachers at our Draper Ave location, has been busy  putting the 

new information she learned into practice! Here is what Cortney 

had to sayé 

ñI had the chance to attend the NAEYC Conference, and I came 

back feeling completely refreshed and full of new ideas. I     

couldnôt wait to jump right back into the classroom and start  

trying things out. 

One of my favorite sessions was Tiny Hands, Big Ideas: Loose 

Parts Play and Open-Ended Materials for the Youngest     

Learners. It really opened my eyes to how powerful loose parts 

can be. These are simple, everyday items that kids can use in 

endless ways. A small stick, for example, might become a phone, 

a writing utensil, or even pretend food. Thereôs no ñrightò way to 

use them, which is what makes loose parts so great for creativity 

and imagination. 

The presenter also talked about messy play. She introduced the 

idea that the younger kids are when they get to explore full-body 

messy play, the faster they get over that need to make messes 

later. Basically, if they get those experiences early, theyôre less 

obsessed with messy play as older toddlers. (Pictured) 

As soon as I got back, I decided to bring some of these ideas into 

the classroom. I went to the kitchen and grabbed a few small 

metal bowls, some spoons, and mixing tools. I set them out on a 

table and on another table I put bristle blocks, torn paper,       

colored bears, and plastic crayons. Then I let the kids explore 

however they wanted. 

Within minutes, the children brought over the baby dolls, sat 

them in the chairs, took out plates and utensils, and suddenly 

they were busy making ñfoodò to feed their babies. It was such a 

great example of how loose parts play naturally turns into       

creativity, problem-solving, and teamwork. They took the        

materials and made the experience completely their own. 

(Pictured)ò 

Resources Worth Checking Out 

Loose Parts Schema by Michelle Thornhill This is a free 

PDF you can easily find on Google. It breaks down loose parts 

play in a simple, useful way and helps connect it to different play 

schemas. 

AutismLittleLearners.com I heard this site mentioned in so 

many sessions, and somehow I had never come across it before! 

It has great resources for young children, including social stories 

for regulation. 



Thank you to all of the families who participated in our            

Fall Parent Mingle. 

Below are pictures of our Cady St.®s Fall Parent Mingle on November 20, 2025. We 

focused on Emotional Regulation with our guest LICSW, Ashley Laing. We made 

calming bottles for families to bring home to their children! 
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Storytime Spotlight 

Iôm Going to Build a Snowman by Jashar 
Arwan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this sparkling picture book celebration of 

winter and creativity, a boyôs snow day efforts 

show that perfection is relative and whatôs im-

portant is taking pride in what you do!  

 

YouTube Link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=erm_bm4vOx0 

 

 At-Home Activity:  

IŀǾŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿ ƻǊ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƻǿƴ ǎƴƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻǊƴ ǳǇ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΦ  

The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The magic and wonder of winterôs first snowfall 

is perfectly captured in this classic seasonal 

board book celebrated by generations of   

readers. 
 

 

YouTube Link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=QYWodTneq-Q 

 

At-Home Activity:  

Build an indoor snowman, go sledding, or   

create sensory bins with snow-themed 

items. Paint the snow with water and food   

coloring. Keep a weather journal with your 

child and track the weather for a week.     

Compare it to the book.  



 

2%3/52#%3 

Circle of Security Parenting Program 

 

At times all parents feel lost or without a clue about what our 

child might need from us. Children do not come with                

instructions. It is hard to know how to respond to difficult      

behaviors and how to manage them. Children communicate 

their needs through behavior. The Circle of Security Parenting 

program provides a roadmap for parent to understand these  

behaviors and better meet the needs of their children. Imagine 

what it might feel like if you were able to make sense of what 

your child was really  asking from you. The Circle of Security 

Parenting program is based on decades of research about to   

secure parent-child relationships can be supported and 

strengthened. Secure parent-child relationships lead to children 

and parents enjoying more happiness, children getting along 

better with siblings and knowing how to be a kind person to all.  

 

For more information, reach out to our Mental Health Manager, Jodie 

at jsexton@childincri.org. 







 

#/--5.)49 #50"/!2$3 

CƻƻŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǎƘŀǊǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ нлнп ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ 

ōŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΦ bŜŀǊƭȅ м ƛƴ о wL ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀũƻǊŘ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŦƻƻŘΦ 

! ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻƻŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘ ŦƻƻŘ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘŜŜǇ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ /h±L5-мф ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ   

IŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŜŀǝƴƎ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ ƴǳǘǊƛǝƻƴ ŀǊŜ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ōǊŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻŘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƻ    

ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƴƻ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƎƻŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘΣ ŦƻƻŘ ŎǳǇōƻŀǊŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƘŜƭŦ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 

ŎŀǊŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ !ƴȅƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ /IL[5Σ LƴŎΦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Ŏŀƴ 

ǘŀƪŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǝƳŜΦ  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ  ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

/ǳǇōƻŀǊŘΦ LǘŜƳǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ōƻȄŜǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻ        

ŜȄǇƛǊŜŘ ƻǊ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ CŀƳƛƭȅ !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜΦ  
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Thank you to the staff and customers at Mind 

Your Manicure who donated food to our 

Community Cupboards! 

 


