
Fostering skills, behaviors, and knowledge in children 36 to 48 Months 

Read Aloud  
Head Start Early Learning Outcomes Framework Focus 

● Domain: Literacy 
SUB-DOMAIN:	COMPREHENSION	AND	TEXT	STRUCTURE	 
●	Goal	P-LIT	5.	Child	asks	and	answers	questions	about	a	book	that	was	read	aloud.	 

Developmental Progression 
 

36 to 48 Months 48 to 60 Months 
Can answer basic questions about likes or 
dislikes in a book or story. Asks and 
answers questions about main characters 
or events in a familiar story. With modeling 
and support, makes predictions about 
events that might happen next.  

With support, provides basic answers to 
specific questions about details 
of a story, such as who, what, when, or 
where. With support, can answer inferential 
questions about stories, such as predictions 
or how/why something is happening in a 
particular moment.  
 

7 TIPS FOR READING ALOUD TO KIDS 
HTTPS://WWW.PRE-KPAGES.COM/READING-ALOUD-TO-KIDS/ 

 

Reading aloud to children is an essential part of building crucial literacy skills 
from preschool all the way to middle school.  Whether you are a teacher or a 
parent, reading to kids is a fun and effective way to connect with them. 

However, it’s not always easy! For example, how in the world are you 
supposed to read a wordless picture book out loud? 

Why Is It Good To Read Kids? 
Reading to children bring a lot of benefits to them, such as expanding their 
imagination and listening skills. 



Even if children cannot read yet themselves, reading aloud to children can 
help prepare them for this skill later. And even as they learn to read 
themselves, reading aloud to children still can bring a multitude of benefits. 

7 Helpful Tips for Reading To Kids 
Research has proven that reading aloud daily is one of the most effective ways 
parents and teachers can help children become successful readers. 

If you read aloud using these tips, you will not only build literacy skills, but 
you will have fun too! 

1. Let the Child Pick the Book 
One excellent way to get young children involved in the reading aloud process 
is to allow them to select the book you read. 

However, it’s hard for a child to select a book when all they see is the spine on 
a bookshelf! 

Several years ago, I installed rain gutters on my classroom walls to display 
books facing out where the kids could see them. 

 

Young children are attracted to the covers of books, so facing them out is 
going to get them to notice those particular books more. 



In the classroom, you can provide a tub or basket of books for your students to 
select that are “teacher approved.” Invite students to choose which one you 
will read aloud that particular day. 

2. Don’t Be Afraid of Wordless Picture Books! 
When reading a wordless picture book, ask the children questions such as: 

• What do you think is happening here? (comprehension) 
• What makes you think that? (inferring) 
• What do you think will happen next? (predicting) 
• Why? (vocabulary and oral language) 

3. Start Small 
The younger the child the shorter the attention span. When you first start 
reading aloud to your class or your child, their attention span may be short. 
One of the benefits of reading aloud is that over time, their attention spans will 
get longer. 

In the beginning, choose shorter books or books that are not too text-heavy. 
Then, as you notice their attention spans getting longer, you can start reading 
longer books. 

4. Be Creative With Your Voice 
Here are a few suggestions: 

• If different characters are speaking in the book, try doing a high 
voice for one and a low voice for another character. Or if you can 
speak in an accent like a Southern or British accent for a certain 
character, kids will eat that up! 

• When the story has a sound effect, make the most of it! A loud 
“BOOM” or an animal sound will do wonders to keep the children 
engaged. 

• Vary your tone. For sad parts, talk in a lower tone. For happy parts, 
talk in an excited voice! 



5. Read It Again 
As adults we may not always enjoy reading the same book day after day, but 
Jim Trelease says that reading the same book multiple times can really help 
children develop language skills and improve reading comprehension. 

If you are really tired of reading the same book, try reading it in a different 
voice. Or as you are reading, try stopping at a key word and see if the children 
can fill it in for you! 

6. Read Aloud to Big Kids, Too 
It might surprise you to know that reading aloud isn’t just for young children 
who can’t read on their own yet. In The Read-Aloud Handbook, Jim Trelease 
says “…kids usually listen on a higher level than they read.” 

I know many parents who read the Harry Potter series aloud with their older 
children. As teachers, it’s important to not give up reading aloud in the 
upper grades. One of my fondest memories of elementary school was my 
fourth grade teacher reading aloud to us daily. 

7. Explain Some New Words 
Should you stop and explain every unfamiliar word in the book? If you did 
that, it would take forever to get through one book! 

Instead, I recommend inserting explanations of a few of the words your 
children may not have heard before – no more than half. Each time you re-
read the book, you can explain different new words to build vocabulary. 

In an interview with Jim Trelease on building vocabulary, he said “Few of us 
can say, read, or write a word we’ve never heard. Listening comprehension 
comes before everything else and then feeds the speaking, reading, and 
writing vocabularies.” 

 
 

 


