
Fostering skills, behaviors, and knowledge in children 36 to 48 Months 

Positional Word Games 
Head Start Early Learning Outcomes Framework Focus 

 ● Domain: Mathematics 

SUB-DOMAIN:	GEOMETRY	AND	SPATIAL	SENSE	 
●	Goal P-MATH 10. Child explores the positions of objects in space.	 

Developmental Progression 
 

36 to 48 Months 48 to 60 Months 
Begins to understand spatial vocabulary. 
With adult support, follows directions 
involving their own position in space, such 
as “Stand up and stretch your arms to the 
sky.”  
 

Increasingly understands spatial vocabulary. 
Follows directions involving their own 
position in space, such as “Move to the 
front of the line.”  
 

  

 
http://theprimarypost.com/2018/03/positional-words.html 

 
 
 



Games for Teaching Positional Words 
https://classroom.synonym.com/backtoschool-activities-third-grade-7927091.html 
 
By Natalie Green  

••• 
Hiding a Teddy Bear 
Use a teddy bear to practice positional words with the children. Hide the teddy bear 
somewhere around the room. Ask the children to find him. When they find him they 
have to say in what position they found him (that is, "behind the plant"). Let the 
children take turns hiding him in different spots and in different positions. This 
activity enables everyone to have a chance to hide him and find him, giving 
everyone practice in saying what position he is in and in putting him in different 
positions. 

Teaching young children new concepts can be a challenging undertaking, especially 
when the concept is difficult, such as that of positional words. Examples are 
over/under, in/on, up/down and so on. Positional words are important for children to 
learn and understand. You can use many different hands-on games and activities to 
help young children get a good grasp on positional words. 

Look and Find 
A fun game to play to practice positional words with the children is a look-and-find 
game. Have the children sit in a circle where they have a good view of the room. 
Begin the game by describing to the children where an object is in the room by using 
a positional word that they have been learning, and then have them look around and 
tell you where it is. For example, you can say, "Look for a book on top of the table." 
Let the children find a few of the objects, then let them take turns being the ones 
giving out the directions. 

 
 

 


