
Old McDonald Had a Farm 

Sing “Old McDonald” with your child. On a piece of paper make a numbered list of animals 
referenced in the song.  

Count the number of animals together. 

 
You can challenge your child by considering the possibility that  

Old McDonald might have had more than one of each animal.  
How many animals would there be altogether on the farm if Old McDonald had 2 cows and 3 

ducks? You can use small objects (beans, cheerios, small toys) and place one object for each 
animal. Then count the total animals. 

 

 
Reading with your child.  

Books are a great way to connect your child’s experiences by exploring the thoughts and feelings of 
characters in a story. 

Follow along with this eBook: In the Cow’s Backyard 
http://onlinelibrary.frogstreet.com/ebooks/FEPK/view.php?sku=FEPK815e&lang=english#p=1 

 
Tell your child this story is about friendship. Talk to your child about his school friends and other 

people he knows. On the front cover of the book you will see things you can do and ask before you 

read the story.  
While you read the story, you can relate new vocabulary words to your child’s experiences.  

After you read the story ask:  
• How do you think the ant feels? How do you know?  

• What did you think would happen when the cow climbed into the hammock? 
• How did you think the animals would solve their problems? 

 
 

Content Connections 

Farm Animal Art:  
Encourage your child to draw a farm picture with markers or crayons. Ask him to describe the 

drawing and write the descriptions on the work. Keep the farm drawing available throughout the 
week and invite your child to return to the drawing to add more details. Ask your child to reflect on 

what would be the best part of living on a farm. If you have play dough or clay you can encourage  
your child to sculpt his favorite farm animal. 

RECIPE: All-Natural Play Dough 

 1 cup flour 

 1/2 cup salt 

 1 Tbsp. scented or unscented oil 

 1/2 cup water 

 
Learning in Motion 

Hopping Chicken 
– Lay five sticks like rungs of a ladder about one foot apart. Have your child hop over the sticks one 

at a time. When she reaches the end of the pathway, she can turn around, pick up the last stick, 
and hop back. You and your child can take turns hopping until all of the sticks have been picked 

up. 
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