
Read the story aloud to your child and then ask some of the questions that follow! 

 

 

 

There’s more to reading together than just saying the words. 

Anna’s Sails 

Anna made sails for boats. The sails she sewed were more beautiful than anyone 
in the village had ever seen. They were softer than silk and as white as the 
moon. No storm was strong enough to rip them, but they could catch the 
softest breeze and keep any boat moving. People came from far away to 
buy them. One day, word of Anna’s sails even reached the King. 
 

 

 

 

Try asking your preschooler questions like these when you read together. 
Talk about the story 

• What does Anna make? 

Sails. 

• What are Anna’s sails like? 

They’re soft and white. 

• Why is it important that sails are 

strong? 

So that they don’t rip in the wind. 

• Why do you think people wanted to buy 

Anna’s sails? 

Because they are strong and beautiful. 

• What do you think the king will say 

about Anna’s sails? 

He will probably like them and say that they 

are the best sails he has ever seen. 

Talk about the words and sounds 

• What sound does ‘s’ make? Point to the 

words in the page start with the letter “s.” 

There are eleven. (Sails, sails, sails, she, 

sewed, softer, silk, storm, strong, softest, 

sails) 

• Let’s think of three more words that 

start with the “s” sound. 

Sandwich, super, sidewalk 

• Can you think of words that rhyme with 

sail? 

(mail, tail, rail) 

• If we take the “s” sound from slip, snip, 

and strip, we can make new words. Can 

you say the new words? 

(lip, nip, trip) 

• What words rhyme with sing? 

(ring, king, wing) 

• If we take the “s” sound from stall and 

small, we can make new words. Can you 

say these words? 

(tall, mall) 

Talk about new words 

• Anna’s sails are made of silk, which is a 

kind of cloth. What things can you think 

of in our house that are made of cloth? 

Shirts, coats, towels, napkins 

• How is cloth different than wood? 

Cloth is soft and wood is hard. You can 

make clothes out of cloth but not wood. 

(Etc.)  

• A village is a small town. What do we 

call a big town? 
A city.

 


