
Fostering skills, behaviors, and knowledge in children 36 to 48 Months 

Story Retelling 
Head Start Early Learning Outcomes Framework Focus 

 ● Domain: Literacy 

SUB-DOMAIN: COMPREHENSION AND TEXT STRUCTURE 
● Goal P-LIT 4. Child demonstrates an understanding of narrative structure through 
storytelling/re-telling 

Developmental Progression 
 

36 to 48 Months 48 to 60 Months 
With support, may be able to tell one or 

two key events from a story or may act out 
a story with pictures or props. 

Retells 2–3 key events from a wellknown 
story, typically in the right temporal order 
and using some simple sequencing terms, 

such as first … and then. 
 

 
What is a Story Bag, Basket or Prop Box? 

https://www.theempowerededucatoronline.com/2018/11/story-bag-basket-or-prop-
box.html/ 

You can build a story bag, basket or box around a new story or old favorite. You will 
want to include a copy of the book (of course!) and then a small collection of props 
that will help you to give the story life – to lift the words off the page and stimulate 

imaginations and interest while making sure the story is meaningful and fun! They also 
introduce a wonderful tactile experience to storytelling and this can help educators 
and parents introduce and engage visually impaired children as well. A story bag or 



basket provides a hands on learning opportunity for all children no matter their age 
group or developmental stage. 

 

The fun part is deciding what will go into your story bag and what items you can use 
to represent and correspond to scenes, characters and special moments in the book 
you have chosen. Some common materials used in story bags and baskets that you 
could start with include: 

• Soft toys 
• Farm/zoo animals 
• Little people/Lego figures 
• Small boxes 
• Sticks/grass/hay/wood cookies 
• Finger and hand puppets 
• Visual aids, cards, calendar pictures, coasters 
• Textured material 
• Mats, cloths, placemats. 

Telling and Retelling Stories 
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-

shared/downloads/PDFs/resources/pubs/isbell_article_march_2002.pdf 

 

 
 


