
Fostering skills, behaviors, and knowledge in children 36 to 48 Months 

Helping Children Communicate Clearly 
Head Start Early Learning Outcomes Framework Focus 

 ● Domain: Language and Communication 

SUB-DOMAIN: COMMUNICATING AND SPEAKING 
● Goal P-LC 5. Child expresses self in increasingly long, detailed, and sophisticated ways 

Developmental Progression 
 

36 to 48 Months 48 to 60 Months 
Communicates clearly enough to be understood by 
familiar adults, but may make some pronunciation 
and grammatical errors. Typically uses 3–5 word 
phrases/sentences when communicating. With 

some prompting, can offer multiple (2–3) pieces of 
information on a single topic. 

Communicates clearly enough to be understood by 
familiar and unfamiliar adults, but may make some 

pronunciation errors and some isolated 
grammatical errors. Uses longer sentences, as well 
as sentences that are slightly more complex, such 
as “I need a pencil because this one broke.” Can 

offer multiple pieces of information on a topic with 
increasing independence and answer simple 

questions. 

Communication Activities and Games for Kids 
https://parenting.firstcry.com/articles/communication-skills-for-kids-importance-and-activities-to-improve/ 

 

1. Play Telephone 
This popular and fun game may help enhance good listening skills in kids and can be played by kids of 
all age groups. You can include other members of the family as well. Have them all sit in a circle close 
enough to whisper easily. Start with one child who will whisper a message into the ear of the player 
sitting to the right, who then whispers it into his neighbor’s ears until everyone in the circle have taken a 
turn. You can start with a simple message and slowly progress to more complex sentences. 

 
 



Activities	to	Encourage	Speech	and	Language	
Development	
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/activities-encourage-speech-and-language-development 

By: American Speech-Language-Hearing Association 

 
The American Speech-Language-Hearing Association offers these age-appropriate ways that parents can 
engage their young children to help develop speech and language abilities. 

2	to	4	Years	
• Use good speech that is clear and simple for your child to model. 

• Repeat what your child says indicating that you understand. Build and expand on what was said. "Want juice? 
I have juice. I have apple juice. Do you want apple juice?" 

• Use baby talk only if needed to convey the message and when accompanied by the adult word. "It is time for 
din-din. We will have dinner now." 

• Make a scrapbook of favorite or familiar things by cutting out pictures. Group them into categories, such as 
things to ride on, things to eat, things for dessert, fruits, things to play with. Create silly pictures by mixing 
and matching pictures. Glue a picture of a dog behind the wheel of a car. Talk about what is wrong with the 
picture and ways to "fix" it. Count items pictured in the book. 

• Help your child understand and ask questions. Play the yes-no game. Ask questions such as "Are you a boy?" 
"Are you Marty?" "Can a pig fly?" Encourage your child to make up questions and try to fool you. 

• Ask questions that require a choice. "Do you want an apple or an orange?" "Do you want to wear your red or 
blue shirt?" 

• Expand vocabulary. Name body parts, and identify what you do with them. "This is my nose. I can smell 
flowers, brownies, popcorn, and soap." 

• Sing simple songs and recite nursery rhymes to show the rhythm and pattern of speech. 

• Place familiar objects in a container. Have your child remove the object and tell you what it is called and how 
to use it. "This is my ball. I bounce it. I play with it." 

• Use photographs of familiar people and places, and retell what happened or make up a new story. 

 
 
 


