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Program Governance 

The Policy Council had their second meeting Tuesday November 22. Members in attendance included: 

Cady St.  ASHLEY AGUIAR, ROSE PERRY
Payan St.   MEGAN CORDEIRO & CAREY FUDGE 
Centerville Rd.  JOE & KATRYNA MORRISON, BRANDON GEMMA & LAUREL KENDEL
Draper Ave.  AIMEE PITTMAN & ERIC WOOD 
Home Based  RYAN RIGBY

The Council adopted its by-laws and elected officers as follows; 
   
    JOE MORRISON   CHAIRPERSON
    ASHLEY AGUIAR  CO-CHAIRPERSON
    KATRYNA MORRISON SECRETARY
    RYAN RIGBY  TREASURER

We also interviewed and hired some new staff who will be joining our team soon! 

The Council reviewed and approved the proposed agency budget of $7.6 million. 
Joe Morrison, Katryna Morrison, Ryan Rigby and Brandon Gemma will be attending New England 
Head Start Regional Leadership Conference in Nashua, New Hampshire December 13th & 14th. 

The Next Policy Council meeting will be December 20, 2016 at 6pm, where we look forward to 
hearing what they learned at the Leadership Conference.  

We still have an open seat on the Council for our Draper Ave & Home Based program . 

The CHILD, Inc. BOARD OF DIRECTORS met on November 29. Parent representatives in 
attendance were: Dawn Kempf, Bill Cotton, Shannon Schabek, Joe Morrison, and Ciera Gomez. The 
Board also approved the proposed $7.6 million budget, reviewed the School Readiness Report, and 
accepted the agency’s annual Self-Assessment. 

Please Note: CHILD Inc. will be closed 
December 23rd, December 26th and 

January 2nd for the holidays 
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Cady St. News
Thank you to the families that participated in our coffee hours and parent’s night out! Families 
got the opportunity to learn about the many different ways that children learn through play. 
CONGRATULATIONS to the three families that won the holiday food baskets donated by the cady 
street staff!

SPOTLIGHT ON MS ERICA’S EXTENDED DAY CLASSROOM
Classroom news: In November we were busy continuing our exploration of fall as well as nocturnal 
animals. We also discussed what it means to be thankful! We welcomed two new friends, Amity and 
Cassandra, to our classroom.
Math: We worked on recognizing numbers in a group through different dice games such as our turkey 
dice game in which children roll the dice and count out corresponding numbers of beads onto pipe 
cleaners to create turkey feathers. We also worked on pattering using fall colored beads to create 
necklaces and bracelets
Science: We learned new vocabulary words, nocturnal and diurnal. We also used our senses while 
making pumpkin playdough and textured slime.
Literacy: Some books we read were: Night Creatures, Owl Babies, All About Bats, There was an old 
lady who swallowed a pie and ‘Twas the ?Night Before Thanksgiving. While reading rhyming books, 
we worked on filling in the missing rhyming word.
In December, we will begin exploring our five senses. Some of the activities we will be doing are 
taking a barefoot texture walk, taste testing sweet, sour, & salty things, playing listening lotto & 
painting with scented paints.

Ms Erica’s class on a nature walk as they 
collected leaves and pine cones and practice 
pedestrian safety!
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Centerville Road News
We began the month of November exploring all of the changes that autumn brings; the weather 
becomes cooler, the leaves turn colors and fall from the trees, and the squirrels and chipmunks are 
busy collecting acorns and berries.  Next we discussed the similarities and differences of apples 
and pumpkins.  We tasted different types of apples and graphed which ones we likes best.  We 
investigated the inside and outside of a pumpkin and decided that is was “slimy” on the inside and 
“hard” on the outside. 

During the third week in November we were busy little firefighters learning fire safety.  This week 
we learned how to STOP, DROP and ROLL, and how to crawl on our bellies if there is smoke.  
Throughout this week we read and sang one of the children’s favorite songs, “Fire Truck” by Ivan Ulz.
We will have a running start to the month of December as we learn how to compare and contrast 
elements of The Gingerbread Man.  During our unit on The Gingerbread Man we will read several 
different variations and then discuss how they are similar and how they are different.  We will graph 
which story was our favorite.  During this unit we will measure, mix, and stir up some of our own 
gingerbread to make gingerbread men to enjoy.  

Next we will be learning all about evergreen trees.   After taking a walk to find evergreen branches 
and pine cones, we will use our findings to sort by size, color, and texture.  
Highlights:
Literacy:  This month we will be counting and clapping out syllables to our names and to different 
seasonal words, as well as working on recognizing the letters in our names.
Math:  We are learning how to count and recognize numbers, as well as working on spatial 
awareness and sorting.
Science:  We will be using our observations skills and making predictions as we dissolve candy canes 
in different types of liquid.  Which candy cane do you think will dissolve first? 
Social /Emotional:  This month we will read “Should I Share My Ice Cream by Mo Willems, and then 
practice sharing ice cream with a game that encourages the children to ask another child “Would you 
like to share my ice cream?” 
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Draper Ave. News
Classroom Spotlight of the month

Ms. Heather and Ms. Kerri-Lyn
Extended Day Early Preschool

During the month of November, we explored leaves and corn.  We went on nature walks to collect 
leaves and observed squirrels collecting nuts for the winter.  

Literacy: Some of the books we read throughout the month included: Red Leaf Yellow Leaf, There 
was an Old Lady Who Swallowed Some Leaves and Me and the Corn.  

Math: We created Fall Leaf patterns with different colored leaf cut outs.  We also counted corn 
kernels and glued them to the matching number. 

Creative Arts:  We painted paper leaf cutouts with the leaves that we collected on our nature walk.  
The children used brown, orange and red paint for this activity.  

Physical Health & Development: We worked on building our fine motor skills by pulling corn off the 
cob using tweezers. We strengthened our gross motor skills by stomping on the leaves outside.

Next month, we will continue to observe temperature change. We will experiment with different ways 
to stay “warm.” We will also continue to work on recognizing our names and shape identification.  

Children in Ms. Heather & 
Kerri-Lyn’s class enjoying play 

time in the leaves and art 
time! 



www.childincri.org | 401.732.5200 |CHILD Herald December 2016 Edition Page 6

Payan Street News
We had a great turn out for our morning Parent Coffee Hour session!  Thank you to all who attended 
and congratulations to the families who won the Thanksgiving baskets and gift cards!  We will be 
planning another one in January after the holidays.   Working parents! If you have any ideas on how 
to improve attendance to our evening Parent Coffee Hours please see Ms. Marianne or your family 
worker.  We would love to hear from you!  

PAYAN STREET CLASSROOM SPOTLIGHT FOR DECEMBER
MS. CRISTINA  & MS. BRITTANY

We had fun last month in our classroom! We’ve been learning how to write and spell our names.  We 
really like making playdough and using our birthday party cookie cutters and molds.  We also enjoyed 
washing our babies in dramatic play and learning how to take care of them.  This month we look 
forward to:.

Literacy:  We will be reading the Gingerbread books this month and talking about similarities and 
differences between the characters in each story.  We will end our unit making gingerbread cookies!

Math: We will be practicing our math skills by counting buttons on gingerbread people, learning to 
recognize number symbols, and sorting objects by color.

Science: We will be experimenting with watercolors to make new colors.

Social/Emotional: We will be practicing using our focusing attention skills and using our eyes, ears, 
voices, and bodies to help us pay attention and stay on task.
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Payan St. Coffee Hour
Payan Street’s Parent Coffee Hour was held on Wednesday, November 16th.  We had a strong turn-
out of 12 parents, including two dads with their newborns!  After a report from our two PC reps, 
Meghan and Joe, we discussed healthy eating, how to involve children in food preparation, and 
provided written information on this topic to peruse at home. 

We also made an edible vegetable centerpiece.  Perhaps the best part of the meeting was eating 
the freshly made hummus and guacamole that, had been prepared with garden herbs, fresh lemon, 
tomatoes, onions, and lots of love. Let’s keep this momentum going. We all learned new things and 
had great fun!

We look forward to our February Coffee Hour.  Stay tuned for the topic!!!!!!

Payan Coffee Hour Nov 2016 
Policy Council Reps

Payan Coffee Hour Nov 2016 
Parents & Social Service Staff 

Payan Coffee Hour Nov 2016 
Parents & Social Service Staff 

Payan Coffee Hour Nov 2016 
Social Service Staff
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CHILD, Inc. fun times! 

Children, Teachers and Social 
Service staff enjoy a nice 

Thanksgiving dinner at Draper 
Ave 

URI Nursing Student, Marissa, 
talks to the kids at Centerville 

Road about being healthy. 
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12 Ways to Have a Healthy Holiday Season 

Take steps to keep you and your loved ones safe and healthy.
Brighten the holidays by making your health and safety a priority. Take steps to keep you and your 
loved ones safe and healthy—and ready to enjoy the holidays.

1. Wash hands often to help prevent the spread of germs. It’s flu season. Wash your hands with soap 
and clean running water for at least 20 seconds.
2. Manage stress. Give yourself a break if you feel stressed out, overwhelmed, and out of control. 
Some of the best ways to manage stress are to find support, connect socially, and get plenty of sleep.
3. Don’t drink and drive or let others drink and drive. Whenever anyone drives drunk, they put 
everyone on the road in danger. Choose not to drink and drive and help others do the same.
4. Bundle up to stay dry and warm. Wear appropriate outdoor clothing: light, warm layers, gloves, 
hats, scarves, and waterproof boots.
5. Be smoke-free. Avoid smoking and secondhand smoke. Smokers have greater health risks because 
of their tobacco use, but nonsmokers also are at risk when exposed to tobacco smoke.
6. Fasten seat belts while driving or riding in a motor vehicle. Always buckle your children in the car 
using a child safety seat, booster seat, or seat belt according to their height, weight, and age. Buckle 
up every time, no matter how short the trip and encourage passengers to do the same.
7. Get exams and screenings. Ask your health care provider what exams you need and when to get 
them. Update your personal and family history. Get insurance from the Health Insurance Marketplace 
if you are not insured.
8. Get your vaccinations. Vaccinations help prevent diseases and save lives. Everyone 6 months and 
older should get a flu vaccine each year.
9. Monitor children. Keep potentially dangerous toys, food, drinks, household items, and other objects 
out of children’s reach. Protect them from drowning, burns, falls, and other potential accidents.
10. Practice fire safety. Most residential fires occur during the winter months, so don’t leave 
fireplaces, space heaters, food cooking on stoves, or candles unattended. Have an emergency plan 
and practice it regularly.
11. Prepare food safely. Remember these simple steps: Wash hands and surfaces often, avoid cross-
contamination, cook foods to proper temperatures and refrigerate foods promptly.
12. Eat healthy, stay active. Eat fruits and vegetables which pack nutrients and help lower the risk for 
certain diseases. Limit your portion sizes and foods high in fat, salt, and sugar. Also, be active for at 
least 2½ hours a week and help kids and teens be active for at least 1 hour a day.
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Making Holidays Fun and Special without Breaking the Bank.

As the father-figure in the family you may feel a large responsibility to “provide” a special holiday for 
your family that involves lots of spending, or you may feel regret that you can’t spend as much as 
you would want.  Here are some thoughts on taking money out of the equation (or at least making it 
a smaller part) and having a special holiday together.  

For an inexpensive evening, go for a walk or a drive through a neighborhood decked out in holiday 
decorations.  Take note of really fun looking places on your way to the market or work, and map 
out a holiday route to take at night.  Schedule a time to go as a family and enjoy.  (Don’t forget the 
holiday music).  A gallon of gas should get you around a 20 mile loop and cost less than 4 dollars.

Make decorations for your home.  Pass up the 7 and 8 dollar ornaments.  8 dollars spent at a store 
should more than cover the purchase of a package (or 2) of multi-color construction paper, a package 
of crayons, a roll of tape and some glue.  Try using one color sheet as the background, cut out a 
shape with a different color and tape or glue it to the base sheet, now finish off the picture with the 
crayons.  You can also cut other sheets of paper into strips.  Staple the first strip into a ring.  Now 
connect different colored strips together by making additional rings.  Soon enough you have garland 
to reach across any door way.  If you have internet access many more ideas for many of this month’s 
holidays can be found at  http://www.dltk-holidays.com/ .
    

Do you remember any special holiday books that were read to you as a child???  Many can be found 
at the local library without charge.  Check out a few books, put together a batch of hot chocolate, 
and curl up on the couch.  Try reading the same book each year as a tradition.  How about pulling 
out the family videos from past holidays and watching them together??  Don’t forget the ones from 
when you were a kid.  The time you spend watching together will create special family memories.   

What to give as a present???  Do you have some old family photos hanging out in shoe boxes or 
in a folder on your tablet??  A homemade photo album is a great gift.  Take a few leftover pieces 
of construction paper, glue one picture on each page, and underneath the picture write a short 
description of what the photo is from.  Punch holes in the side of the paper and attach the sheets 
using some yarn.  Each year you can add a page as a holiday tradition.  This album of memories will 
be treasured for years.  Time can also be a very precious gift to a child.  A promise to read an extra 
bedtime story (make a home-made gift certificate if you can) each night for a month may not seem 
like much to you, but it will to your son or daughter every night you put them to bed.     

Try a few of these ideas and you have the makings of a fun holiday season

Dad’s Corner
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Warwick Public Library

Babies and Books
Program Time: 10:45am - 11:15am

For children under 2 and a caregiver. At this storytime we sing songs, fingerplays and rhymes, share 
a story, and learn some simple sign language. Play and socialization time in the storytime room 
follows. No registration required, just drop in!

Event Details
Monday, November 07, Monday, November 14, Monday, November 28, Monday

Toddlers
Program Time: 9:45am - 10:15am

For children ages 20 - 36 months and a caregiver. At this storytime toddlers transition into a program
with a little more structure than the Babies and Books class. Enjoy songs, fingerplays and rhymes, a
few stories, and an activity or project to support the theme of the week.
 No registration required, just drop in!  Please attend one class per week.
Event Details
Monday, November 07, Monday, November 14, Monday, November 28
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VICKIE TURNQUIST, FAMILY WORKER

Vickie Turnquist lives in Saunderstown, for those of 
you who don’t know where that is, its in the very 
southern part of North Kingstown. Before her commute 
to Warwick everyday, She enjoys taking a long walk or 
swimming at the South County YMCA.

Vickie is a family worker at our Draper Avenue facility. 
Previously, she worked as a Home Visitor for the agency. 
She has had the pleasure of meeting hundreds of 
children and families during her 23 years of employment 
here. 

Vickie enjoys making home visits and the connections 
she has made with the children during her visits. She 
especially treasures watching a child or guardian reach a 
goal knowing that she may have played a role in making 
that happen through a referral she provided or a piece of 
advice she had given. She also expresses the importance 
of families being involved in their child’s education. 

At graduation every year, Vickie actually has tears in her 
eyes watching the childrens’ families and the pride and 
happiness they display. 

Vickie hopes to continue to work with children and 
families until someday she can retire in a warm, sunny 
climate. 

Employee Profile
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Platform to Employment (P2E) helps the unemployed return to work and  Rhode 
Island employers find skilled workers. P2E will be offered statewide in Rhode Island
with classes held in several convenient locations starting soon. 

20 Days to Success
If you live in Rhode Island we can help you return to work

Looking For A Job?
Exhausted Unemployment Benefits?

COMPLETE AN ONLINE APPLICATION TODAY 
www.platformtoemployment.com

1-866-683-1682

* No cost to you.

* Provides a support system of career development tools, career coaching, and
successful job search strategies.

* Participants are eligible for a paid work experience and assistance in finding a job.

12/15


