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Family Day is for our Home Based Program. They meet every
Wednesday and Thursday at our Centerville Road location. It is
a great chance to meet and mingle with other families involved
with the program and get to spend quality time with your child
as they play amongst the group of children. All Home Based
families are urged to participate. For more information, ask your
Home Visitor or someone in our Social Services team.

Policy Council
The April meeting of the Policy Council was held on the evening of the 28th at Centerville Road. Parents
in attendance included;
Cady Street:
Payan Street:
Centerville Road:
Draper Ave:
Home Based:
Community:

Sandra Hobba, Brian Smith
Mary Sue Bernier, Roland Sherman
Joe Morrison, Alexandria Pomeranz
Aimee Pittman
Carey Fudge, Beth Mehaffey
Barbara Fontes

Lynda began the meeting by discussing plans to remodel the kitchen at Payan street and extend Infant/
Toddler rooms throughout the agency. Parents reported on their center updates. Questions about
recycling in the centers were brought to the table. A majority of the center update conversation was
spent brainstorming ideas of how to get more parents involved in Parent’s Night or Guy’s night out.
The male members of the Policy Council decided to start a bowling group, ask your teacher how to get
involved.

Payan Street
We are planning our next Parent Coffee Hour for this month! We will have two sessions. One at 1:30 with
Barbara and Jessica and one at 5:00 pm with Marianne. We will be viewing the “Joey Learns the Touching
Rule” video if you are interested in previewing it before your child watches it in their classrooms later this
month. We will also have information on Kindergarten Transition if you are interested!
Ms. Tara & Ms. Rebecca: The toddlers will be talking about spring and dinosaurs this month. We are
watching and waiting to see our caterpillars change into butterflies too. Remember we are going outside now
so please sunscreen your child before school and we will reapply in the afternoons.
Ms. Keri & Ms. Colleen: We will be learning about caterpillars and butterflies and making flowers for our wall.
Ms. Tina & Ms. Brittany: This month we will be learning about fire fighters creating our own fire station
and hopefully getting a visit from a real firefighter. We will continue our water study by experimenting with
creating ice and comparing different types of liquid to water. We will also be discovering how numbers can be
created by different amounts through bowling and exploring different shapes through our sense of touch.
Ms. Cristina & Ms. Lori: Spring is finally here! Hurray for spring! We have gained many interesting and
important facts about the life cycle of plants and butterflies. We all planted and took care of our own seeds
and had the opportunity to record any changes they observed on them. As the end of our program approaches
we are getting ready to celebrate our achievements we have gained during the school year. We would like to
thank our families for helping your children achieve many goals during this program year.

The group discussed the Head Start Conference in Maine and also discussed the upcoming Rhode
Island Head Start conference that was on May 4th. Joe, Roland, Jess and Sandra attended the 50th
anniversary Head Start Conference in Maine. Lynda also proposed the hiring of 4 new subs to join our
team of teachers.

Ms Sharon & Ms. Lori: The children have enjoyed having the caterpillars and butterflies in the classroom
and learning about their life cycle. It is hard to believe the is year is coming to a close! The last few weeks
we have together we are going to be working on recognizing letters and letter sounds. We will also be
working on number recognition. The children are really excited about adding a laboratory to our classroom.
Through dramatic play we are going to be exploring the scientific process and having fun experiments!

Another part of the meeting that was discussed was a message we received on our FaceBook page form
a parent expressing her concern for one of our centers. The concern was brought to the attention on
that center’s Policy Council members. If you haven’t already, log on and ‘like’ us on facebook at
www.facebook.com/childincri. We will be using this facebook page as another way of communication
with the families of the children. We will be posting up reminders of events, Do-It-Yourself tips and
tricks, and more.

Ms. Renee & Ms. Brittany: May will be buzzing for our Pre-K friends with learning more about insects and
pond life. We are eager to see our caterpillars change into butterflies and love watching our flowers grow! On
May 8th we will be inviting a special lady in our lives to breakfast (please sign up in class!) At the end of the
month we will begin learning new songs to surprise you with at our end of the year celebration in June.

JOE MORRISON’S REFLECTION OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY HEAD START CONFERENCE.

Ms. Venessa & Ms. Tara: During the month of May. We will be continuing our farm unit by talking about
seeds and things that grow. We will read the story, Growing Vegetable Soup and the children will help cut
vegetables up to make our own soup!

The conference was amazing. The workshops were very creative and helpful with teaching parents
skills from how to make homemade toys to how to deal with kids not wanting to go into timeout to
kindergarten prep. They also had a workshop just on the role of a father in a child’s life. The highlight
in my opinion was Jeanine Fitzgerald who has a way to change the way you think about caring for a
child with special needs. Overall it was a great 3 days, and I cannot wait for the next one.
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Ms. Deb & Ms. Melissa: Our next topic of study will be balls. A letter will be sent home explaining the study
and what we would like you to bring in to share with the class. We will be watching our cucumber seeds grow.
Be sure to check them out!
Children are completing their alphabet books and bringing them home. Please have them practice reading
them to you! Kindergarten will be here soon!!

Ms. Marianne, Ms. Luz & Ms. Tracey: Last month we learned about what makes it rain (ask your children!)
and used different experiments with water to make our own rain. We will be starting to grow our own seeds
to plant in our garden on our playground and learn how to take care of them to help them grow! We will use
non-fiction ( a word we have been learning) books to help us learn what to do! We will continue to work on
our writing skills, writing weekly in our journals. We have also been learning to appreciate art! We pick a new
painting/picture every week and talk about it!
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Draper Avenue
Head start will end on May20. 2015: Please check with your child’s teacher for the end of
the year celebration.
Now that the weather is getting warmer, please remember to apply sunscreen to your child in the
morning prior to drop off. We only apply it in the afternoon. Check with your child’s teacher and be
sure you have filled out a bug spray/sunscreen form. Please refrain from sending your child in with
open toed/backless sandals. These sandals are unsafe to run, climb, and ride bikes in; sneakers and
socks are always best for outdoor play. Always remember to park in a parking spot and not in front
of the building for the safety of the children, parents, and staff. The parking lot is a one way so when
leaving you must come around the top of the parking lot by the buses.
Parent’s day out will be scheduled for May 7th: Planting Flowers
Head start am 8:15am | Head start pm 12:15pm | Extended/Infant toddler 6pm
Lori/Kerri: Our class will be discussing how flowers, plants, and vegetables grow. We will plant
our own seeds and predict what will happen as well as graph our predictions and compare with our
friends.
Ericka/Crystal: Our class will be “Bugging Out” for the month of May. Caterpillars, butterflies,
beetles, spiders- you name it, we will be exploring and learning about them. This will tie into our
nurturing theme from April and help understand why bugs are such important living things.
Sandy/Melynda: During the month of May we will be exploring the earth, how flowers grow, and
why worms are important. We will also be planning some flowers and veggies in our classroom. Also
continuing our spring activities!
Patty/Lori :As we wind down to the end of our head start year, we are learning about butterflies.
We are watching our live caterpillars grow daily and once they become butterflies, we will release
them into the world. We will have a school spirit week and enjoy pancakes on pajama day. Our year
will end on May 20th with out end of the year celebration! Have a great summer!
Karen/Heather: Our class will be learning about the life cycle of the butterfly. We have live
caterpillars in the class and we will watch them grow and change. We will also engage in some
related caterpillar and butterfly activities.
Barbara/Heather: Unit theme: Recycle, reuse, reduce: continue with numbers 1-20, all letters of
the alphabet, letter sounds, rhyming words and syllables.
Ellie/ Gina: During the month of May, we will be planting and learning about seeds and plants and
how they grow. We will also do lots of different science experiments and make our own flubber,
slime, gak, and textured play-dough.
Cortney/Jennie: We will be talking about spring. We will plant seeds and watch as flowers grow.
We will change our class from April showers to welcome all the May flowers.

Cady Street
Spring has finally arrived and we have been enjoying finally getting outside and getting our muscles
moving! The children have been busy noticing all the buds, blossoms and bugs that are starting to
appear! All of our classroom will be exploring our outdoor environments and putting our scientist and
explorer hats on! We do get dirty while we are busy playing so please remember to send us dressed
in our playclothes!!
We will be having our April coffee hour on Thursday 4/30 8:15-9:15 and 12-1:00… We will talk about
summer time activities, camp programs, local story hours, playgroups. Please bring in any ideas
- places- things to do - that you have done with your child to share. All parents are welcome to
attend!
Part Day Headstart Classrooms:
Both of our classes will begin to wrap up our school year - can you believe it is that time already???
and begin to get ready for our end of the year celebration! Please watch for upcoming dates. Our last
day of school is May 20th --Mr. Steve & Ms. Jen
We will be planting, gardening and exploring insects. We continue to work on recognizing letters and
site words related to our theme.
Ms. Kris & Ms. Cheryl
While we will be exploring plants, gardens and bugs, we will also be working on our social skills and
learn about safe ways to express our anger and resolve conflicts with peers.
A few of the stories we will be reading are:
The Way I Feel by: Janan Cain
Glad Monster, Sad Monster by: Ed Emberely
Infant/Toddlers
The Infants and Toddlers are on the move and they are learning to move their bodies. We are giving
them time to run, jump, climb, roll, and toss. Encourage your baby to play on their belly and try
to move to get a toy out of reach. Sitting, pulling up and cruising all help with our balancing and
traveling skills. Look for opportunities for your child to use their muscles, like climbing up stairs,
jumping off a small curb, pushing or pulling toys, moving small riding toys, and tossing and catching
balls.

Jamie/Lory: This month we will be doing bug activities. We will use hand-prints and paper plates
to paint and cut bugs. We will also be matching colored bugs and digging for bugs in the sand table.
Charlotte/Melissa: We will be talking about spring Planting seeds and watching them grow. We
will be working on matching flowers.
Pg. 4
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Centerville Road
Coffee Hours
Tues. May, 12th AM Head Start 8-9am | Tues. May 12th PM Head Start 12-1pm
Topic: Summer Fun!!!
Parent’s Night Out
Tues. May 12th Extended Day 6-7
Agenda: View “Joey Learns The Touching Rule” video from Personal Safety Curriculum, PC Member
Report, Summer Fun Activities!!!
Infant/Toddler
For the month of May, we will focus on sensory activities such as; sand table, water play, play-dough
and painting. Outside our little ones have been experiencing different textures of the playground
for the first time (grass, sand, matted surface); much to their delight! We will also be reading “Little
White Duck”, “The Very Quiet Cricket”, and “The Very Hungry Caterpillar”.
Ms. Ronneka & Ms. Barbara
For the month of May, we will learn about creepy crawly bugs, may flowers, things that fly, and going
to the zoo. We will continue to work on tracing our names each day and will practice shapes, colors ,
and counting. Also this month we will talk about safety on the playground and make a list of rules to
keep our bodies safe when outside.
Ms. Heather & Ms. Kerri Lynn
Our classroom is presently learning about rainbows and flowers. We will be learning a rainbow song
and creating arts and crafts related to flowers. Can you believe this Head Start school year is coming
to an end? How fast this year went! The last day is May 20th, 2015. Please join us for our end of
the year celebration, more details will be provided by our staff in the near future. Also, please don’t
forget about “Spirit Week” the week of May 12th!
Ms. Lisa & Ms. Mary
Spring has sprung! May is here and school is almost done. Please join us as we plan to have lots of
fun. Spirit Week is May 12-15. We plan to make cupcakes to celebrate the April and summer time
birthdays, and another fun snack. We will be preparing surprises for our last day celebration on May
20th (more information to follow). It has been a fun and enjoyable year! We loved having your
children in our class.
Ms. Megan & Ms. Mary
Wow, we can’t believe our school year is almost over! The next couple of weeks will be filled
with FUN! Children will be learning about the Three R’s: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. We will be
re-purposing plastic bottles for discovery bottles filled with glitter, oil, colored water, and other
interesting materials. Children will be participating in voting on activities during “Child Choice Week”
where children can pick favorite art activities, dramatic play ideas, and other classroom area and vote
as a class on what they would like to learn more about and explore. Our last day is May 20th. Have
a great summer!!!
Ms. Betsey & Ms. Janette
It is hard to believe that the end of our Head Start school year will be here soon. We wanted to
thank you all for sharing your wonderful children with us. It has been an incredible year full of
friendship, learning, and fun. We will be watching our little caterpillars change into butterflies over
the next couple of weeks. Just like our little butterflies you and your children will be flying off in new
and exciting directions. Happy, safe flying to you all! Please remember to always come back and
visit your friends here at Child Inc.
Pg. 6
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Centerville Road cont.
Ms. Kara, Ms. Wendy, & Mr. David
We will continue to explore science around us using living things to inspire us. Spring is a great time
to use our inquiry skills to get information about life cycles. We will experiment with life cycle of
plants. We will also be comparing life cycles of bugs and frogs. The students will make observations,
ask questions, and extend on knowledge they already have.
Ms. Erica, Ms. Andra, Ms. Jackie
We have been so excited to be able to run and play outside with the changing weather!!! We have
started to explore insects. We have been learning about the characteristics and different types of
bugs. We will be working on creating a bug word wall using drawings and writing samples. We will
also be working on sorting and patterning skills using different types of bugs. During outdoor time,
we will also be searching for bugs and exploring their habitats!

Home Based Happenings
During the month of May there are a lot of great things going on in family day. Children will
experience different textures while exploring the outdoors. Such as growing grass, planting flowers
and playing in the sandbox, both indoors and out.
Family day provides many opportunities to explore different areas of play. Families are encouraged
to choose what they would like to experience during their time at family day. Singing songs, building
blocks, playing in the family living center, reading stories with mom or dad. These are just some of
the fun activities that happen at family day.
Getting outdoors can finally happen again! We enjoy going outdoors during family day. Please dress
appropriately so everyone can enjoy the outdoors. Sun screen is important during outdoor play, it
might not be summer yet but the sun is still out and we need to protect ourselves from harmful UV
rays.
As always we look forward to seeing everyone at family day. We are always enrolling new families.
Contact the Centerville Rd. site @ 401-823-3777. Just ask about the Home Base program.

Joe Morrison and program kids.

Laura Gagnon and
program child
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~ May 2015 ~
Mon

Tue

~ June 2015 ~

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

1

Mon

Tue

2

3

Wed

4

Thu

5

Fri

Board of Directors
Meeting at 6pm

4

5

6

7

PAYAN St.
Coffee Hour

Draper ave.
Parent’s Day Out

8

8

9

10

11

12

15

15

16

17

18

19

Head Start AM- 8:15am
Head Start PM- 12:15pm
Extended Day/Infant
Toddler 6pm

11

12

Centerville Rd.
Parent’s Day Out
Coffee Hour

13

14

Program Service
Advisory Meeting

Head Start AM- 8am
Head Start PM- 12pm

Last Day

Meeting at 6pm

Pre-K

Extended Day/Infant
Toddler 6pm

18

19

20

Last Day of

21

22

22

23

26

27

25

26

Policy Council

Head Start

25

24

Meeting at 6pm

28

29

Policy Council

29

30

Meeting at 6pm
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Fun in the Kitchen!
Baked Sweet Potatoes and Chile Wedges.

~ May 2015 ~
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

B: Blueberry muffin, fruit
L: Meat Lasagna, peaches
D: Tuna Salad Sandwich,
Apple
S: Hard Breadsticks,
Hummus

4

B: Cereal, fruit cocktail
L: Crispy Chicken Salad,
Fruit choice
S: Fruit choice

5

B: Wheat toast, jelly,
oranges
L: Burger, pickle chips,
fruit choice
D: Crispy Chicken Salad,
Fruit choice

7

8

L: Grilled ham & cheese,
peaches

L: Pahstah, vegetable
choice, pineapple

L: Cheese pizza, wheat
crust, fruit

B: Cereal, mandarin slices

B: Cereal, banana

B: Corn muffin, fruit

D: Egg salad, carrot sticks, D: Turkey & cheddar roll- D: Chicken salad sandwich,
up, cucumber sticks, banana celery sticks, fruiot
pears

S: OJ, yogurt

S: Carrot sticks and
dressing

S: Hard Breadsticks,

S: Hard Breadsticks,

11

12

13

14

15

L: Spaghetti & meatballs,
green beans, pineapple

L: Fish square, garden mix,
L: Teriyaki chicken, Asian
oranges
veggie mix, mandarin slices
D: Spaghetti & meatballs,
D: Cheese sandwich, baby
green beans, pineapple
carrots, peaches
S: Soft breadstick
S: Pineapple chunks

L: Turkey & cheese, baby
carrots, cranberry sauce

L: Macaroni & cheese,
Vegetable medley, fruit
choice

18

19

21

L: Tuna salad sandwich,
broccoli, pineapples

L: Teriyaki chicken
sandwich, Japanese veggie L: Pasta fagiole, green
mix, mandarin slices
beans, orange slices

B: Cereal, applesauce

S: Ritz crackers, cheese

B: Cereal, peaches

S: Graham crackers

25

B:Cereal, mandarin slices

B: Cereal, banana

B: Cereal, banana

B: Wheat toast, jelly,
peaches

20

B: Wheat toast, jelly,
banana

D: Tuna salad sandwich,
broccoli, pineapples

D: Ham & cheese bagel,
pickle chips, banana

S: Fruit choice

S: Wheat bagel, cream
cheese

26

27

B: Corn muffin, banana

L: Chili con carne, Tostitos, L: Pasta aioli, chicken
breast, wheat spaghetti,
fruit
broccoli, apple
S: Graham crackers
D: Chili con carne, Tostitos,
fruit
S: Fruit choice
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B: Wheat toast, jelly ,
oranges

B: Cereal, pineapple

B: blueberry muffin, fruit

D: Ham & cheese cubes
with soft pretzel, broccoli D: Hummus, cucumber
florettes, pineapple chunks stick, fruit choice.
S: Soft Pretzel

B: Oatmeal, peaches
L: Eastern scramble eggs,
pears

Prep time: 20 minutes Roast 25 Minutes Oven to 450°
Ingredients:
3 1/2 pounds sweet potatoes (5-6 large ones)
1 teaspoon sea salt or 3/4 teaspoon salt		
1/2 cup orange juice				
1 tablespoon honey					
1/3 cup snipped fresh cilantro

2 tablespoons olive oil
1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper
3 1/2 teaspoons chili powder
1 8-oz carton dairy sour cream

Preparation:
1.) Preheat oven to 450°. Cut each unpeeled potato into 1-inch thick wedges. Place in a large selfsealing plastic bag; toss with oil, sea salt, and pepper. Arrange in two 13x9x2 inch disposable foil
pans.
2.) Meanwhile, in a small bowl combine orange juice, 3 teaspoons of the chili powder, and honey; set
aside.
3.) Bake potatoes, uncovered, 25-30 minutes or until tender, brushing three times with orange juice
mixture and shaking pan occasionally.

S: Hummus, carrots &
cucumber sticks

4.) Meanwhile, in a small bowl combine sour cream, remaining 1/2 teaspoon chili powder and 1/3 cup
cilantro. Transfer

B: Corn muffin, fruit

Easy Does It Meat Loaf

22

L: Spanish rice & beef
casserole, asparagus, fruit

D: Crispy chicken sandwich, D: Cheese wrap, vegetable
winter mix, peaches
choice, fruit choice
S: OJ, yogurt

S: Wheat goldfish

28

29

B: Cereal, banana

Serve these as an appetizer or side dish

B: Blueberry muffin, fruit

L: Veggie taco salad, salsa, L: Meat Lasagna, peaches
pineapple tidbits
D: Tuna Salad Sandwich,
D: English muffin pizza,
Apple
D: Turkey & cheese ruben, banana
S: Hard Breadsticks,
pickle chips, oranges
S: Fruit choice
Hummus
S: Animal Crackers
L: Hard boiled egg, dinner
roll, carrots, fruit.
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8oz. Ground Beef Chuck			
2 Tablespoons grated onion		
2 Tablespoons chopped parsley		

3 Tablespoons American chili sauce
1 Tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
Salt and pepper

1.) Preheat oven to 350°.
2.) Place the chuck, onion, parsley, 2 tablespoons of the chili sauce, the Worcestershire sauce, salt
and pepper in a bowl. Toss together lightly.
3.) Form the meat into a 3x5 inch oval loaf on a lightly greased rimmed baking pan. Brush the
remaining tablespoon of chili sauce over the meat loaf. Bake for 30 minutes or until cooked through.
Do not over-bake. Let rest for 15 minutes so juices can settle. Cool to room temperature. Cover with
foil and refrigerate overnight for sandwiches.
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ACTIVE TOYS

Rise to the President’s Challenge

....Make physical activity part of your life
The month of May has been designated National Physical Fitness and Sports Month to raise awareness of the importance of active living. Many organizations, communities, and schools have joined
with the President’s Council on Fitness, Sports & Nutrition (PCFSN) to challenge Americans to get
active, get fit, and eat well throughout the month of May – and, of course, for the rest of their lives.
May is the month to begin to set those great health habits for the new you.
Get Moving
Physical activity is an essential part of a being health. The U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) Physical Activity Guidelines for Americans (PAG) recommends that adults get at least
2½ hours of moderately to vigorously intense physical activity each week. You can spread this activity out over easy 30-minute increments, five days a week. Or you can choose from many activities and
can accumulate activities in bouts of 10 minutes. The HHS also advises doing muscle-strengthening
exercises two or more days a week. The health benefits of regular physical activity can be remarkable. Regular physical activity can:
•
Help you maintain a healthy weight
•
Lower your cholesterol
•
Lower your blood pressure
•
Strengthen muscles and bones
•
Reduce your risk for heart disease, diabetes, some cancers, and obesity
Regular physical activity can also help your mental health. Often, when you’re low, regular physical
activity can pick you up; or, if you’re anxious, physical activity can calm you down as you recover
from your fitness return.
There
•
•
•

are even intangible benefits of participating in fitness activities, including:
Providing an opportunity to connect with others
Lifting your spirits
Giving you a new outlook on a problem or project

Adding Activity
Health benefits can be gained through simple everyday tasks, such as raking leaves, cleaning the
house, or walking the dog. Even 30 minutes a day, broken up into shorter increments of 10 or 15
minutes, can greatly improve your health. For more ideas of easy ways to add activity in your day
and to calculate if it’s enough to meet the PAG, visit our Physical Activity page.

Find Toys that help your child be more active!
RIDING TOYS
Tricycles, bikes, big wheels, three wheel scooters
and other tiding toys are run to ride.
Find a SAFE AREA for your child to ride.
Sidewalks, park, bike trail, large inside room or
school playground

Sand and water toys
Beach toys are fun to play with in the sand. Use pails, shovels, dump trucks and other toy to make
castles, houses, rivers and dams.
Balls and frisbee
Collect a variety of balls - large beach balls, soft balls, basketballs, bouncy balls, and soccer balls. Buy
or make a child size basketball hoop. Frisbees and balls are fun to throw, chase and catch.
Push and Pull toys
Push toys are fun for small children. Try toy shopping carts, strollers, and other push toys. Children
love to pull their favorite doll, stuffed animal or friend in a wagon. Wagons are also fun to pull around
the yard, park or house.
Action toys
Children love to make toy trucks, cars and animals move and make planes fly

LET YOUR CHILDREN USE THEIR IMAGINATION

Making Room for Sports
Sports can give a big boost to the amount of physical activity in your life. You can choose individual
activities like: biking, running, swimming, or hiking. Or, you may want to celebrate your social—and
perhaps more competitive—side by joining a team or a club. Research your local community to find
adult teams to join such as: soccer, baseball, basketball, hockey, football, tennis, or even Ultimate
Frisbee.
You may also be able to catch a pick-up game at your local parks department or gym. You can find
“meet-up” groups on the Internet for other sports enthusiast s in your area. There are also classes.
This is a great way to introduce yourself to a new sport and skill set.
So, whatever activity or sports that you choose, remember to check with your physician first, and
take care to slowly warm up your muscles and joints before you start any strenuous activity. Also,
give yourself time to cool down and gently stretch when you’re finished. And, most of all, pick something you truly enjoy and do it regularly. Rise to the challenge
Pg. 12
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Dad’s Corner
Young children crave healthy attention and interaction from their fathers. As they grow older, they
spend more time with friends as they learn to be more independent. While children never outgrow
the need for a father, their early years are when very important impressions/relationships are made.
If you are absent or distant during these times, the time is lost.
Ask any adult who has a good relationship with their father what they remember most, or value most,
about their father and they are likely to say something like: “he was always there for me”. Consistent
and regular contact with fathers is one of the key ingredients to children’s healthy development. As
children grow up, toys and treats will break or will be forgotten. Trips to the park, rainy days playing
games, or simple walks around the neighborhood will be remembered long after the treats disappear.
Teaching your kids to ride their bikes, watching their demonstrations of new found talents (how many
times do you really pay attention when your kids say “daddy watch this”?) will make a big impact.
The key thing is to be consistently available. Even if you live out of the home, regular visits once a
week will mean much more than big blow-out weekends that happen around birthdays and holidays.
Phone calls on regular scheduled tell children that you care about them even when you can’t be
there. The comfort and security they feel even when you can’t be there is real, and has a tremendous impact on their ability to handle difficulties that come into their lives.

In-Kind Contribution
Home Curriculum Learning Activities for In-kind Contributions
Throughout the course of the year your child’s Teacher or Home Visitor will be recommending specific
home curriculum activities (PLAY) that you can do with your child that will support your child’s learning
experience and the continuation of our Head Start program.
Home learning activities are a valuable resource for you to use to assist your child in meaningful
play experiences that support development, to supplement classroom curriculum and learning, and to
support agency efforts to secure continued federal funding. Through repetition AND documentation of
these play experiences between home visits/parent conferences you will demonstrate your commitment
to addressing your child’s developmental goals and in turn help to increase your child’s social/emotional,
cognitive, physical, and language/literacy abilities and skills.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR EFFORTS TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE
HEAD START TO THE RESIDENTS OF KENT COUNTY!
Please DOCUMENT your home curriculum activities and
TURN-IN your In-kind Contribution Vouchers Regularly!

Exactly how important is a dad’s presence? Here is one answer:
“Coaching the Indianapolis Colts is a big job, but not nearly as big a job as being a Dad”
Tony Dungy, Head Coach of the World Champion Indianapolis Colts.

				

Example of the In-Kind voucher -->

By Tim Long, Mental Health Manager
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